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Gathering: God’s People Together
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 47:5-8, NIV

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne.
OPENING PRAYER
Mighty God,
you brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
lifting him to life and drawing him up
into the glory he shares with you and the Holy Spirit.
Eternal God,
mighty in the heavens,
we praise you.
Lord, we celebrate the victory of your Son, our great high priest,
who has entered into the Holy of Holies, and has opened up a way for us to follow.
Risen Lord Jesus Christ,
author of our salvation,
we worship you.
Lord, stretch our minds and hearts toward your majestic love.
Raise our eyes, lift our heads,
expand our vision of you
and your sovereign purposes in the world
that rest upon the strength
of our ascended Lord.

To Christ be all glory,
together with you, O Father,
and the Holy Spirit,
one Lord, the same in every age.
Amen and Amen.
HYMN (#209)
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!
to his throne beyond the skies. Alleluia!
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!
There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!
lift your heads, eternal gates. Alleluia!
He has conquered death and sin; Alleluia!
take the King of glory in. Alleluia!
Highest heaven its Lord receives; Alleluia!
yet he loves the earth he leaves. Alleluia!
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!
still he calls us all his own. Alleluia!
Still for us he intercedes; Alleluia!
his atoning death he pleads, Alleluia!
near himself prepares our place, Alleluia!
he the first fruits of our race. Alleluia!
There we shall with you remain, Alleluia!
partners of your endless reign, Alleluia!
see you with unclouded view, Alleluia!
find our heaven of heavens in you. Alleluia!

Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise

Renewal: Washed by God’s Grace
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life
and crowned him Lord of all.
We confess that we have not always bowed before him
in our thoughts, words, or deeds,
or acknowledged his rule in our lives at work, at home,
or in our relationships with others.
We have gone along with the ways of the world
and failed to give him our full-hearted devotion.
Forgive us and raise us from sin,
that we may be your faithful people,
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who rules the world and is head of the church, his body.
Amen.
ASSURANCE AND GRATITUDE

from Ephesians 2:4-8, NIV

Hear the good news: “God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God.” Know that in Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

“Our World Belongs to God”

As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world—
which some seek to control, but which others view with despair—
we declare with joy and trust:
Our world belongs to God!

From the beginning, through all the crises of our times,
until his kingdom fully comes, God keeps covenant forever.
Our world belongs to him!
God is King!
Let the earth be glad!
Christ is Victor; his rule has begun.
Hallelujah!
The Spirit is at work, renewing the creation.
Praise the Lord!
As covenant partners, called to faithful obedience and set free for joyful praise,
we offer our hearts and lives to do God’s work in his world.
With tempered impatience, eager to see injustice ended, we expect the Day of the Lord.
And we are confident that the light that shines in the present darkness
will fill the earth when Christ appears.
Come, Lord Jesus! Our world belongs to you.
HYMN (223)
Crown Him With Many Crowns
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own;
awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,
who rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;
his glories now we sing who died and reigns on high,
who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified;
no angels in the sky can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

Word: God Speaks, We Respond
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT

Landon Sterk

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION & HYMN (748)

Lord, to Whom Shall We Go

Father in heaven,
Blessed are you, Lord God,
Source of all goodness, truth, and light.

Blessed are you, Lord Christ,
through whom all things were made,
the Word who was with God from the beginning, the Word who is God.

Blessed are you, Holy Spirit, our comforter,
who teaches us, reminds us of Christ’s Word to us,
and by whose power we may abound in hope. Teach our hearts today. Amen.

SERMON

The Ascension Dimension
Acts 1:1-11

HYMN (#224)

Rejoice, the Lord is King

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore.
Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell to Christ the Lord are given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit,
bow down at his command, and fall beneath his feet.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Rejoice in glorious hope; for Christ, the Judge, shall come
to gather all his saints to their eternal home.
We soon shall hear the’archangel’s voice; the trump of God shall sound, rejoice!

Sending: God Goes with Us
SENDING PRAYER
O Christ,
after your resurrection you sent out your disciples to teach the nations,

to baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
You said you would be with them always, to the end of the age.
And so, victorious Lord, we pray to you:
Lord, hear us, and send us out with your promise.
O Christ, exalted one, you are glorified by angels in heaven,
you are honored and worshiped on earth,
and all of history waits on tip-toe, eagerly awaiting the final day
of your return, when you will make all things new.
And so, victorious Lord, we pray to you:
Lord, hear us, and come again soon.
Our Father, grant that we may evermore
live in the fullness of your power, filled with your peace,
directed by your Spirit, and sent as Christ was sent.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever,
Amen.
BLESSING
HYMN (#220)
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him King of glory now;
‘tis the Father’s pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight:
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,
all the heavenly orders in their great array.
Humbled for a season, to receive a name
from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came;

At the Name of Jesus

faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,
brought it back victorious when from death he passed;
bore it up triumphant with its human light,
through all ranks of creatures, to the central height,
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast;
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest.
In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue
all that is not holy, all that is not true.
Look to him, your Savior, in temptation’s hour;
let his will enfold you in its light and power.
Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again,
with his Father’s glory, o’er the earth to reign;
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him King of glory now.
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